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Keeping a child safe doesn’t cost very much. Just 

like immunization, once you teach a child to 

swim you provide life-long protection.  

• US$10 would support a swim instructor for 

a month, teaching 50 kids survival swimming. 

• US$5 could buy four new water kick boards. 

Any small donation from you could prevent 

dozens of families from going through the grief of 

losing a child.  

To donate please call us or visit our website  

www.theallianceforsafechildren.asia 

TASC is a registered charitable organization 501 

(c) (3) in the United States. 
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We work closely with the following organizations : 

• The Centre for Injury Prevention &  Research, 

Bangladesh 

• The Royal Lifesaving Society of Australia 

• Hanoi School of Public Health, Vietnam 

• UNICEF East Asia / Pacific Regional office 

• UNICEF Bangladesh, Cambodia and Thailand 

country offices 

• UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre 

• Chulalongkorn University, Thailand  

• The George Institute for International Health  

• The Centres for Disease Control and          

Prevention 

• The World Health Organization  

• China Field Epidemiology Training Program 

(FETP), China CDC, Ministry of Health, China 

• Monash University, Australia  

    How you can help Partners 



The Alliance for Safe Children (TASC) was 

formed in 2002 to research the prevalence of 

child injury in Asia. 

Child injury includes drowning, burns, road traffic 

accidents, cuts, bites, falls and other life-

threatening injuries.  

As at 2008, TASC has conducted large-scale 

household surveys in six countries. These surveys 

showed more children over one year old are 

dying from injury than any other cause.  

Every year, injury claims: 

• 30,000 children’s lives in Bangladesh.  

• 6,385 children’s lives in Thailand. More than 

1600 are left permanently disabled.  

• 27,000 children’s lives in Vietnam.  

Our studies in China, The Philippines and      

Cambodia have shown similar results. 

Drowning claims more lives than any other single 

cause. Most children who drown don’t live to see 

their fifth birthday. 

The effect of each child’s deaths ripples through 

their village or community, devastating dozens of 

people beyond the immediate family.  

All of these deaths are preventable.  

Simple measures, like giving children swimming 

lessons, or establishing crèches for young children  

can save lives.  

TASC is working with local organizations in  

Bangladesh, Thailand and Vietnam to establish 

prevention programs to help families and  

communities to keep their children safe. 

      

• Injuries resulting from serious accidents are 

now the leading cause of death for children 

aged over one year old 

• Drowning claims hundreds of children’s lives in 

Asia every day 

• Teaching children to swim is the simplest and 

cheapest way to save thousands of children’s 

lives annually. 

• Many children are left permanently disabled by 

serious accidents. In developing countries 

there is often no support for their families and 

no rehabilitation. 

• For children suffering from burns, skin grafts 

are often unaffordable, so their growth is 

stunted and they suffer extraordinary pain.   

Developed nations have benefited from long-term 

public education campaigns about preventing     

accidents. It’s time we share that knowledge.  

Internationally: 

TASC is frequently represented at international 

conferences. Our research has been presented at 

large-scale scientific forums across the world. We 

constantly strive to raise global awareness of this 

epidemic.  

In 2008, we partnered with the prestigious      

UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre to publish a 

series of research papers detailing the extent of 

the child injury epidemic in Asia.  

Bangladesh: 

TASC, in collaboration with the Centre for Injury 

Prevention and Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB) and 

UNICEF have established a group of intervention 

programmes known as PRECISE.  Within two 

years there has already been a two-thirds drop in 

the number of children drowning in the         

programme area. 

Thailand: 

TASC is working with Chulalongkorn University 

to establish free survival swimming classes for 

children in northern Thailand. 

Vietnam: 

TASC and the Hanoi School of Public Health are 

working together to design a survival swimming 

programme that meets the needs of urban      

Vietnam.   

In the future: 

In the future we hope to grow our work in China 

to provide prevention programmes to help reduce 

the rates of death and injury. 

To ensure  that our programmes work,  TASC is 

constantly reviewing the results. We have ongoing 

surveillance studies for each project.  
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